Inquest Ignored by Panthers 


By William Chapman 

r Rauten 

- .CHICAGO, Jan. 7— A spe- 
cial inqdest in the slayiiig of 
t$o Black Panther leaders 
bogged down today as the 
Panther party members who 
survived a Dec. 4 police raid 
boycotted the hearing. 

„ Their absence 16ft the field 
4# police witnesses, indicating 
that the first of three investi- 
fwfctoDB of the sLajing nwy-jjot. 

produce much new evidence. 

The ‘special coroner’s jury is 
■ivestigating the shooting by 
police of Black Panther Parly 
leaders Fred Hampton and 
jiark Clark in a West Side 
apartment last month. 

| Police from the state’s attor- 
ney’s office contend they were 
Piot at first in the pre-da' 

Id The Panthers claim 
police burst in firing, killing 
lampton, the Illinois chair 
pan, while he was in bed. - 
The seven other RifttbeM 
Jrho were in the apartment 
ad survived the shooting 


were subpoened to testify this 
week. Three showed' up yester- 
day but, on the advice of law- 
yers refused to answer ques- 
tions. None of the others 
showed up today. 

All seven have beep charged 
with attempted murder and 
their lawyers believe that tes- 
timony now might jeopardize 
their trial later. 

Their refusal to appear, 
however, brought an angry 
denunciatiph , Jgd 
Martin S. Gerber, the special 
deputy coroner appointed to 
conduct the unusual inquiry. 

“If they feel as badly about 
their comrades as they say 
they do, tney should tell their 
story to the world,” Gerber de- 
clared as the session opened, 
eanwhile, a new mystery 
eVpfoped last night when two 
htaftgo newspapers reported 
|that an unofficial autopsy pad 
‘ closed a heavy fiose of Se- 
conal, ^afcep iagoiiing-drug, 
n TTiiiiniWIr blofp Itream. 

. Irtopsy was -Conducted 
[y after the shooting by a 
'ormer chief pathologist for 
the coroner’s office who was 
etained by Panther lawyers. 

■ee Times Needed Dose 


The pathologist, Dr. Vincent 
evine, reportedly said the 
usage was about three times 
jthe amount needed to induce 
sleep in a man Hampton’s size. 
There was no explanation of 

t he drug, but Black Panther 
eader Bobby Bush ’ claimed it 
proved Hampton could not 
iave gotten out of his bed to 


fire at police the morning Of 
the raid. He contended that 
some “pig agent” must have 
given the drug to Hampton. 

The inquest is being held 
amid maximum security pre- 
cautions In a courtroom of the 
Cook County Criminal Court’s 
building. Spectators, lawyers 
and reporters are searched 
thoroughly by police before 
entering. 

After a lunch recess, 
f m m. j fr nther. attorneys - asked that 
o1 'Hampton’s, mother, Iberia, be 
excused' from a search by po- 
licewomen at the door. 

Gerber said he did not 
blame Mrs. Hampton for con- 
sidering the. ear ah to be an in- 
dignity, bnt insisted the panel 
was concerned that someone 
might spiuggle in weapons. 

Passible Intimidation 

Mr*, i Hampton, he said, 
might be “intimidated into 
camming a weapon on her 
Ifgmpt her will . . . I’m aw- 
fully terry that it has to be 
done.” 

Gerber is a Chicago attor- 
ney selected by the regular 
coroner to conduct the in- 
quest- The six jurors, three 
bladk and 
prominent 

sional men. The inquest wasj 
ordered after widespread ver 
sion aroused public pressure' 
for an investigation last 
month. 

A federal grand jury also is 
investigating the shooting and 
a private citizens’ panel that 
includes former United Na- 


tions ambassador Arthur Gold- 
berg is looking into this and 
other Panther-police clashes. 

In a day marked primarily 
by procedural argifments be- 
tween Gerber and lawyers for 
the Hampton family the six Ju- 
rors indicated they expect to 
play a strong role in the hear- 
ing. 

One juror, Philip Corboy, a 
prominent trial lawyer, closely 
questioned the first witness, 
Deputy Police Chief Merlin 
Nygren. Nygren, who had ar- 
rived at the Hampton apart- 
ment several minutes dfterl 
the shooting on Dec. 4, gave a! 
synopsis of the official police 
version. 

Corboy wanted to know 
what happened to the shotgun 
slug the police said was fired 
through a door at, them hy a 
woman inside the apartment. 
Nygren said he assumed the 
slug had sailed out the front 
door and never was recovered, 
h Hew dM tite police 
woman had fired the 
the door was closed at 
time, Corboy asked him. 
gren said he was not sure hew 
they knew but that police who 
i I burst in saw the woman trying 
three white, areefo reload a shotgun. All of his 
Chicago prof es4 information came from a ser- 
slgeant who led the raid, Ny- 
-Igren acknowledged. 

Nygren said that during 
“cursory” inspection of the 
apartment he saw pinned to a 
bulletin board news clippings 
of another Chicago shooting in 
which' Panthers allegedly had 
killed two policemen. 




